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SUB J : ANTIGUA POLICE SEARCH FOR WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES FOLLOWING 
ARRESTS OF FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

REF: BRIDGETOWN 041 1 

1 . REPORTS OF CIVIL DISTURBANCES AND UNUSUAL POLICE 
MEASURES FOLLOWING THE ARREST OF FORMER ANTIGUA GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUED, DESPITE DENIALS OF GOVERNMENT OF 
FICIALS AS REPORTED IN REFTEL. IN RESPONSE TO EMBASSY RE- 
QUEST FOR INFORMATION, US NAVFAC IN ANTIGUA REPORTED FOL- 
LOWING: "SOME UNREST MONDAY. REPORTED POLICE ACTION 
NECESSARY TO BREAK UP CROWDS THAT GATHERED AT SEVERAL 
LOCATIONS IN ST.JOHNS. IT WAS REPORTED THAT TEAR GAS HAD 

TO BE USED ON AT LEAST ONE OCCASION. GENERALLY QUIET TODAY 
AND NO DIRECTION TOWARD AMERICAN BASES OR PERSONNEL 
ANTICIPATED." 

2. LOCAL NEWSPAPER REPORTED THAT ANTIGUA POLICE SET UP 
ROAD BLOCKS AROUND ST. JOHN'S AND DISCOVERED AND CONFIS- 
CATED AN UNDISCLOSED NUMBER OF UNLICENSED GUNS. THE POLICE 
WERE ALSO LOOKING FOR EXPLOSIVES IN WHAT AUTHORITIES 
CALLED "JUST ANOTHER SECURITY MEASURE." THE REPORT 
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QUOTED A "JUNIOR GOVERNMENT MINISTER" AS SAYING, "THE 
SECURITY SQUAD IS FULLY MOBILIZED SHOULD THE SITUATION 
STEP OUT OF HAND." HE SAID IT WAS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS A "SECURITY SQUAD," INDEPENDENT OF 
THE ANTIGUA DEFENSE FORCE, THAT IS SPECIALLY TRAINED IN 
HANDLING UPRISINGS. OPPOSITION SPOKESMEN CLAIMED IT WAS 
"A SECRET ARMY BEING TRAINED IN COMBAT". 
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3. THE GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN REPORTEDLY REITERATED THAT 
MOE ARRESTS WOULD BE MADE AS A RESULT OF THE INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT'S ALLEGED CORRUPTION, AND 
THAT THESE ARRESTS WOULD COME "LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT". 

4. COMMENT: THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION WAS BITTERLY CONTESTED 
AND RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FORMER AND PRESENT ANTIGUA GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN STRAINED FROM THE START OF THE BIRD 
ADMINISTRATION. THE EFFECT OF THE RECENT ARRESTS AND SECURITY 
MEASURES CAN ONLY BE TO POLARIZE ANTIGUAN POLITICS STILL 
FURTHER AND DIVIDE THE ANTIGUAN PEOPLE TO AN EVEN GREATER 
EXTENT. END COMMENT. 

BRITTON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BRIDGE00425 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770064-0910 

Format: TEL 

From: BRIDGETOWN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977021 5/aaaaamsd.tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9674c1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BRIDGETOWN 41 1 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3245279 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ANTIGUA POLICE SEARCH FOR WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES FOLLOWING ARRESTS OF FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PORS, AC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9674c1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



